St Bernadette Catholic Primary School

SEN Information Report 2019-2020
How does the school know if children/young people need extra help and what should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?

	We support pupils with SEND as defined by  the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 0-25 years ( part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014 )
A pupil has special educational needs (SEN) where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational provision, namely provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age. (Code of Practice 2014)
As part of the school’s rigorous assessment cycle pupils will be identified as SEN if they do not make adequate progress despite having quality differentiated teaching and appropriate interventions over time. 

Once a child has been identified as having SEN they will have all their needs considered, not just their Special Educational Needs. For the purpose of the SEN register the children will fall into the following categories as their primary need, some children may have more than one need and all needs will be recorded. 

The 4 Main Areas of need as defined by the SEN Code of Practice 0-25 (July 2014):

· Communication and Interaction – this includes pupils with speech and language and communication needs (SCLN) who have difficulty in communicating with others. They may have difficulty with one, some or all aspects of speech, language or social communication. It also includes those who demonstrate features within the autistic spectrum.

· Cognition and Learning – this includes pupils who demonstrate features of moderate, severe or profound learning difficulties or specific learning difficulties such as dyslexia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia and dyspraxia.

· Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs – this may include pupils who may be withdrawn or isolated, disruptive or disturbing, hyperactive or lack concentration.

· Sensory and / or Physical Needs – this includes pupils with vision impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI), multi-sensory (MSI) and physical difficulties.

Class teachers continually assess the children using formal and informal assessment tools alongside observations. 
 The information gathered is used to inform planning and specific differentiation of the curriculum to meet each child’s needs. 
 Children’s progress is monitored and discussed at Pupil Progress Meetings each term with the class teacher, Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) and the Head Teacher. 
 Formal discussions with parents/carers of children with special educational needs and disability (SEND) take place each term with the class teacher and SENCo. In some circumstances, the SENCo will seek additional advice from or a referral to an external professional; for example, Speech and Language Therapist, Educational Psychologist. This happens after speaking with parents/carers first.
If a parent/carer has concerns about their child at any point they are welcome to meet with the Class Teacher after school in the first instance (and the SENCo / Head Teacher if they would like to do so in follow up meetings).


1. How will school staff support my child?
	We follow the graduated response to the identification and assessment of pupils through a continuous cycle of assessing, planning, teaching and reviewing which will identify those who are not reaching Age Related Expectations (ARE).  

All children are supported by Quality First Teaching. The class teacher is responsible for the progress and attainment of all the pupils in their class. The class teacher will plan to meet the needs of the pupils by delivering high quality teaching, clearly differentiated to ensure that all pupils make expected or better progress. 

Additional Needs may be supported through wave two support. This can include smaller groups within the class, differentiation, scaffolding and extra support with additional adult. If a pupil does not make progress despite reasonable adjustments and targeted interventions, then a clear analysis of needs will be taken. Class teacher will discuss needs with SENCo.

An Individual provision map will be created with clear targets, strengths and barriers to learning. Parents/ carers will meet with the class teacher. Expected impact of support strategies will be discussed and expected progress. 

The SENCo will liaise with parents to gather additional information and to discuss if a referral to an outside agency is needed i.e. speech and language, hearing assessment, visual acuity check, educational psychologist and paediatrician.

 The SENCo will meet with class teacher and parents to review progress and identify if the pupil needs additional support of external agencies. If this is decided then the pupil will be put onto the SEN register at K (SEND support).

A few children will require wave three support, which can involve 1-1 support programme by outside agency and delivered through exemplar teaching and then continued by the school by teachers or teaching assistants.  If a child has complex SEND, a formal assessment for an Education, Health and Care Plan may be carried out.


2. How will I know how my child is doing?

	The progress of all pupils is reviewed regularly in school between teachers, the Head teacher and the SENCo (termly at formal pupil progress meetings and throughout the term on a more informal basis). The information is then shared with parents, twice a year at Parent Consultations and also through the annual report. An Individual provision map will be created with clear targets, strengths and barriers to learning. Parents/ carers will meet with the class teacher. Expected impact of support strategies will be discussed and expected progress. 

The SENCo is also available for meetings with parents of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).


3. How will the learning and development provision be matched to my child’s needs? 

	Class teachers continually assess the children using formal and informal assessment tools alongside observations.  All lessons are differentiated to meet the needs of each pupil. Where children have SEND lessons are differentiated further, as necessary, so that they can access learning and make small but steady steps of progress.  Interventions offered are matched to the needs of each child using the ‘Assess, Plan, Do, and Review’ model so that there is constant monitoring of how things are going.  Interventions are targeted and specific.  Children with significant SEND may need to use a modified curriculum where their learning is tailored specifically to their needs. The school is given advice by external professionals where a modified curriculum is required.  Evidence of progress is kept for all the interventions indicated on the class provision maps and 1-1 SEN support taking place each term. 

 The SENCo /SLT have discussions with the TA leading interventions as well as the Class Teacher so that the intervention continues to match the needs. 

 Children receive regular feedback on their progress and reward charts and merits are used to encourage them. Children are encouraged to talk about their learning and progress. Parents/carers are welcome to talk with the class teacher informally about their child’s learning after school and to share views and ways to support at home.


4. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?

	 At St Bernadette school we aim to create an environment that meets the needs of each child and ensures that all children are encouraged, valued and accepted equally regardless of their ability or behaviour. To ensure that all pupils have access to a broad and balanced curriculum and, for some, one that is differentiated appropriate to the individual's needs and ability. The medical, emotional, mental, physical and social support of children is addressed from Nursery through to Year 6 using  strategies to support pupils  to reduce anxiety and  promote emotional wellbeing;
       “Rainbows” small group support for pupils e.g. bereavement, separation, divorce etc...

       Sensory down time daily after playtimes to settle and be calm ready for learning. 

Safe space / sensory play / movement breaks/ time to reflect 

Restorative scripts to support dealing with incidents / Use of Links Outreach / the Collett Outreach teams
Open door policy

Social skills programmes such as Time to Talk/ The Friendship Formula/ Socially Speaking 

Worry boxes in class for children who may have anxiety issues and they can write or draw their worries which are then followed up with the child
Designated room “The Hut” and opportunities to meet and talk to trained TA about worries/ issues

Access to counsellor via Schools Partnership 

Access to School Family Worker via Schools Partnership 

Regular opportunities for families to access advice / support/ training through Schools Partnership

1-1  hand over for named children with parents at start/ end of day

Home School link book for 1-1 named children

Regular meetings between parents, class teacher and SENCO

Referral to CAMHs / Step 2/ Palms 

Families First advice
Individual medical care plans for children with significant medical needs and allergies.

Regular training for all staff for epipen use and allergies, epilepsy, diabetes and asthma.

Access to school nurse for advice, support and NHS health team for immunisation/ health checks.  

Children with personal care issues have an Intimate Care Plan.

The School has a zero tolerance approach towards all forms of bullying. This is addressed individually and in whole class through PSHE and Circle Times. The school holds an Anti-Bullying Day each year to highlight positive behaviours expected and to make children aware of the impact bullying can have on individuals. 
 A transition programme to support children with SEND, new entrants to Nursery and others who need reassurance are given a transition book of photos and additional opportunities to visit new class etc. 


5. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

	St Bernadette Catholic Primary school strong links with local agencies starting with children centres, health visitors and school nurses. We work closely with local schools and nurseries to support transition and families in need through Families First and PEPs for Looked After Children. We liaise closely with professional agencies including Educational Psychologist, Advisory teachers (supporting Autism, Downs, Hearing and Vision Impaired), Speech and Language, Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists, paediatricians, local police, attendance and improvement officers (AIO), Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHS), Step 2, PALMs, Specific Learning Difficulties Base (SpLD),  Safe Space, The Collett Special school, social workers and behaviour support teams. The local DSPL provides support for families and pupils. 


6. What training have the staff, supporting children and young people with SEND, had or are having?
	At St Bernadette Catholic Primary school we support staff with in house training, external courses and professionals training on site. These have included specific learning difficulties, speech and language needs and autism.

 The SENCO regularly attends the local cluster SENCO meetings in order to keep up to date with local and national updates in SEND. The SENCo attends regular training to support additional needs for pupils with autism and behaviour support.  The SENCO has many years’ experience and specialised training to support pupils with additional needs. Any new SENCOs will complete the National SENCO Award.  

Teachers and teaching assistants are supported with training specific to meets the needs of the pupils in their class such as visually impaired pupils, hearing impaired, Downs syndrome, Makaton to support speech and language difficulties, Specific Learning Difficulties and supporting behaviour needs in class.
Windermere SpLD base outreach support staff and provide whole school INSET and training for new staff, extend skills of existing staff through exemplar teaching and INSET.
There are regular TA meetings for training, sharing good practice and identification of training needs as well as in-house updates. 

 Yearly training is given in the use of Epipens and anaphylaxis, asthma and epilepsy. 

 First Aid Training for all staff. 

 Safeguarding / Prevent training for all staff.


7. How will you help me to support my child’s learning?

	At the beginning of each new school year, class teachers invite parents to a meeting to hear and discuss the learning that will be happening and how they can support their children.

Each term class teachers send out information in Curriculum Newsletters to parents about the learning that will take place so that parents can encourage their children’s interest in the subjects.

Parent/Carer Consultation Meetings promote a discussion about effective ways for parents to support their children. They can also discuss the end of year report. 

Provision Maps Review Meetings with parents/carers and staff provide opportunities each term to discuss ways to support children with SEND at home and to promote learning in school. Pupil voice is important and included in planning next steps where appropriate.
Children are set regular age appropriate homework tasks to complete with parents involving reading, writing, phonics, maths or topic work for example. Tasks set will either prepare pupils for an upcoming topic or reinforce what is currently being delivered in class.

 Your child will receive high quality teaching from their class teacher, which may then be supplemented by targeted provision and additional support.

 Children may be identified as having a specific need and may require additional support in school, either within a small group or possibly on a one to one basis. The main long-term aim is to encourage the child to become independent within a whole class setting, therefore the small group or one to one support will be tailored to provide the child with the tools to achieve this.

 The school runs regular parent workshops and curriculum evenings in order to keep parents fully informed about current methods and resources.


8. How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education?

	Children who have an Education Health and Care Plan have, in addition to provision maps Review Meetings, an Annual Review of their needs. This provides an opportunity for parents/carers and all those involved in supporting the child to discuss the legal document so that it can be updated to reflect current needs, support required and provisions to be made. Provision maps will be reviewed and new targets will be set with parents’ involvement each term.
Parents of pupils with SEND can meet/liaise regularly with the SENCo for updates on their child’s progress. When a pupil is identified as having a new Special Educational Need, parents may be invited in by the SENCo to discuss the options available for the child and the outside agencies which could be involved to help support the child and parents in moving forward. If external specialists come into school to work with your child, parents will often be called in to receive feedback following the session.
For some pupils a Home / School Communication Book enables parents/carers to become more involved in their child’s learning experiences by sharing what their child is doing at home in response to the information school sends home.




9. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

	Your child will be included in all activities inside and outside the classroom. Children with all levels of physical and learning disability are encouraged to participate as fully as possible in all outdoor activities, including sports events and school trips. Reasonable adjustments will be made when necessary to ensure this is possible. (See the Accessibility Plan on the school website)

We will endeavour to ensure trips are accessible for all. Where relevant, risk assessments are completed in advance of the activity taking place and reasonable adjustments are made to accommodate each child’s needs.  If your child has needs that mean specialist transport and/or equipment is needed we will discuss these issues with you and external professionals to ensure we make the appropriate adjustments to ensure the activities/trips are appropriate, safe and accessible.


10. How accessible is the school environment? 
	The school is fully compliant with the Equality Act (see Equalities Scheme) and reasonable adjustments are made for all pupils with SEND. (See the Accessibility Plan on the school website)

 Specialist equipment can be provided where necessary and advice is sought from the appropriate medical and health professionals to ensure all children’s medical and health needs are catered for within the school environment. We ensure wherever possible that equipment used is accessible to all children regardless of their needs.
There is a disabled parking bay close to the school entrance.  

 Extra-curricular activities are accessible for children for SEN wherever possible.
Additional adults are provided for those children who require additional support during play times and lunch times.


11. Who can I contact for further information?

	Parents of children with SEND who have a concern are invited to speak to the Class teacher in the first instance to address any initial concerns and they may then refer you onto the SENCo for a further meeting.

The Head teacher and SEND Governor are also available for meetings if necessary.

Meetings can be arranged via the school office.  The SENCo can be contacted at the school via the School Office. The school telephone number is 01727 822489
 Head teacher ~ Mrs S Lavelle Murphy

 SENCo – ~ Ms M Walsh

 SEND Governor ~Mrs A Pointu 


12. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life?

	At St Bernadette school we recognise that transition is important and that it is essential to reduce anxiety by having the pupil as best prepared as possible. Therefore, we have a range of procedures in place to ease periods of transition to meet a variety of needs: 

Transition visits for new pupils joining our school 
Home visits for nursery children 
Transition visits for pupils joining specialist schools from our setting.

Moving up day for all pupils moving up to their new class in July. 
Welcome meetings for parents / carers and pupils for Nursery and Reception. 
Meet the teacher meetings for all classes in September 
Transition visits for Y6 pupils moving up to Secondary. For pupils with EHC plans the new school’s SENCO is invited to the annual review so they can have input into the new targets and the strategies to meet the needs.  

Liaison with SENCOs at local primary and secondary schools  

Detailed transition plans for pupils with SEND moving between key stages and from class to class. 
Information will be passed onto the new class teacher in advance and, in most cases, a planning meeting will take place with the new teacher. All provision maps will be shared with new teacher.
Transition meetings with parents and pupils to discuss upcoming changes 

Transition books with photos to use at home to familiarise pupils with their new class 

Social stories to prepare and plan for the move to a new classroom or setting  for some pupils 

 SENCo works with outside agencies, e.g. Links , to arrange additional transition visits and one to one preparation sessions 



13. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs?

	The School receives a notional SEN budget which is used to provide support for children with SEND in the form of adult support and practical resources. 

 Teacher small group support for pupils with additional needs for some pupils. TA support children with SEND under the direction of Class teachers and the SENCo. This works well as part of a strategic plan of interventions recorded on class provision maps, individual provision maps and EHC plans and monitored closely by the SENCo and Class teachers. 

For very few pupils such as ones with complex needs   or EHC plans may need 1-1 support because their needs are considered ‘exceptional’, the school can apply for Exceptional Needs Funding (ENF). This funding is allocated by an external Panel according to need and the exceptionality of that need. Having an EHC does not guarantee they will get ENF.  Where ENF has been granted it is used to provide a 1-1 named adult to support the child named in the application. The funding currently lasts a year and will stay in place until an application for renewal can be made following a review of needs. 

There are instances where a child needs 1-1 support but their need is not considered exceptional because there are many children in schools with the same need. In this instance we aim to provide the support from within the school’s own budget. 

  ‘Schools are not expected to meet the full costs of more expensive educational provision from their core funding. They are expected to provide additional support which costs up to a nationally prescribed threshold per pupil per year.’ (Code of Practice 2014)



14. How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive?
	At St Bernadette school the senior leadership team regularly monitor the progression of all pupils. This is discussed with class teachers at pupil progress meetings and opportunities to reduce barriers to learning and narrow the gaps are discussed. As part of quality first teaching targeted interventions are put in place for different groups of children, not just those with SEND. Parents of pupils with SEND discuss the level of support at provision map meetings and other meetings. The amount and type of support will be determined by individual barriers to learning and current progress, therefore the level of support will be adjusted accordingly. All interventions are time limited and are reviewed and monitored to ensure they are appropriate and are having an impact on each child based on our graduated response of assess- plan-do-review cycle.  Our aim is to support each child to access the curriculum whilst becoming an independent learner.

In very exceptional circumstances a pupil with complex needs may receive full time support.


15. How can I find information about the local authority’s Local Offer of services and provision for children and young people with special educational needs and disability?

	Hertfordshire County Council’s Local Offer can be accessed online at www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer 
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