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At St Bernadette, Literacy is at the heart of everything we do. By the end of Year 6, we
intend for children to have developed a love of writing and to he able to express their
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beyond school.

Our aims are to:

@ Inspire children to write for a range of purposes and audiences using a wide range of
quality texts.

@ Plan a progressive, exciting, vocabulary-rich curriculum to build upon previous
teaching, with regular assessment to ensure each child’s needs are met to reach their full
potential.

@ Cuide and nurture each individual on their own jowneys to becoming successful writers
and to develop a love of writing.

pupils to write.

@ Allow all children to acquire a wide and rich vocahulary that empowers them to access
@ Be ahle to spell new words by effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules they
@ Create writers who can re-read, edit and improve their own writing, and enable pupils to
be able to use the essential skills of grammar, punctuation and spelling confidently. @
style in and for a range of contexts, pwrposes and audiences.

@ Encourage all children to take pride in the presentation of their writing, in part by
denveloping a legible, cursive, individual handwriting style by the time they move to
secondary school.




Implementation

How do we teach writing?

In order to help us to develop confident, enthusiastic writers who can express themselves
in a variety of different styles and across a variety of contexts, writing at St Bernadette is
taught 4x a week using a range of quality texts as a stimulus. Owr writing cwrriculum is
varied and challenging, allowing children to write for a range of pwposes and audiences.
In EYFS, writing is taught alongside daily phonics with 3 timetahled Literacy lessons a
week. There are also a range of other activities during the day, linking to the class hook
opportunity to write during child-initiated learning (CIL) in hoth indoor and outdoor
learning spaces.

Ouwr writing cuwrriculum has heen planned using the Herts for Learning programme,
jrom the National Cuwrriculum. We have adapted the programme to suit owr learners and
non-fiction. Take One Book' units are an extra opportunity to huild exciting writing
opportunities using a key text. Tahle 2 below shows how this has heen developed and is
In line with school policy, writing

lessons follow this structure:
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Foundational skills of Letter formation

We helieve that consistently high expectations in presentation are extremely important in
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physical grip from the beginning of Reception. The Autumn Term will specifically focus
daily on handwriting and letter formation throughout the school. Children in EYFS will he
taught the correct formation of letters (without leads-ins) using our SSP ‘Little Wandle'
Handwriting Scheme, starting from the top of the letter. The handwriting lessons are
precise feedhack, to emhed the learning in the long-term memory and ensure it becomes
automatic.

In Reception, the first fow weeks of teaching focus on patterns to provide the opportunity
handmwriting. Lessons then move on to letter families. Letters are taught in families rather
load.

This is consolidated and refined during Year 1 and at the start of Year 2 hefore heing
taught how to form ‘lead-ins’ and ‘lead-outs’ for each letter in preparation for joining.
Once children can form their letters correctly, in Year 2 - Year 6, we use the Letter Join
emphasis on ensuring that capital and lowercase letters are the correct size, orientation in
each Literacy lesson, with clear teaching, practice and refining opportunities.The Letter
Join handwriting scheme follows this structure:

YearZ StaergCuxswemtmdxmduldrentomm[&ttusandhnwtopmdqm They
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topics.

Year 4 & 5: Learners will continue to huild on producing legible handwriting through the
Year 6: Learners will consolidate the stamina and skills required to write at length, with
accuwrate spelling and punctuation. They will dewvelop more of a personal handwriting style
attention to neatness, depending on the task.
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Implementation’. In EYFS, the children are taught to spell Phase 1-4 sounds, up to phase 5
Jor Year, which is then rewvisited and revised in the Autumn Term of Year 2. Words are
knowledge and skills as their first approach even if a word is not phonically regular.

From the Spring Term of Year 2 (following the completion of the SSP ‘Little Wandle'),
spelling is taught using the Herts for Leaming 2022 Essentials Spelling Programme. This
programme ensures that key expectations are taught for each year group explicitly once a
week in line with the expectations set out in the National Curriculum for English -
Spelling Appendix 1. Spelling patterns and rules are then practiced during the week in
class and through homework tasks using online activities on Spelling Shed. This also
Grammar and punctuation are hoth taught explicitly (within the daily 10 minute starter
that children are given opportunities to practice and apply their SPAG knowledge within a

Impact

Throughout their time at St Bernadette, successful writing will he evident from the clear
Whilst they accumulate skills and experience a range of high quality texts, they will
hecome more ahle to denvelop their own ideas, engage a reader and audience, and use their
Our children will:

@ Enjoy writing across a range of genres and have the knowledge needed to adapt their
@ Develop a wide hank of vocahulary to use within their writing and the spelling and
grammar skills needed to enhance this.

@ Al he able to succeed in their writing and he proud of their writing achievements

@ Be challenged to further improve and develop their writing, always aiming to make it
the

hest it can he




